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Pooja -

I understand that you are the OGC lead for responding to several questions from the SEPW from a hearing last
March.  I have been tasked with coordinating the Region 6 input to the SEPW response.  In order to maximize
efficiency on this, can you tell me if you have any specific needs from Region 6 on OGC's response to Senator
Vitter's question #5 (duplicated below)?

Vitter (LA), Question #5  (OGC lead)

On the issue of hydraulic fracturing, I would assume you are familiar with Range Resources and their work in
Texas, as well as the pending litigation. Does EPA plan on dismissing your order against Range Resources in light
of the Texas Railroad Commission finding that the gas was not from Range Resources' well? As well, are you
aware that the judge has dismissed the plaintiff's complaint that their water well had been contaminated by Range
Resources, but is allowing Range Resources' counterclaim to proceed against the couple for producing a deceptive
video that attempted to show their water would catch on fire due to fracking?

a. As a follow-up are you aware the judge wrote: "This demonstration was not done for scientific study, but
to provide local and national news media a deceptive video, calculated to alarm the public into believing the
water was burning"?

b. Range Resources has indicated an intention to conduct discovery to determine the extent to which the
conduct influenced the EPA. Do you have a course of action for informing the public if EPA's staff failed to
meet standards set forth in your new policy for scientific integrity?

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * * ~ * ~ *

Cynthia Fanning

Congressional Liaison

US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6

direct 214-665-2142

office 214-665-2200

fax     214-665-2118
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